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Ephesians 4.16

From him the whole body, fitted and knit together by every supporting ligament,  
promotes the growth of the body for building up itself in love  
by the proper working of each individual part.


Four elements to our next two nights:

Personal Growth (Beginning with our hearts/character)

Big Story of Scripture

Growth in Teaching 

Case Studies


Introductory Comments 
Beginning from a place of rest


Rest in Christ 

Enjoy fellowship with God through Jesus. Scripture brings us back again and again to Jesus


Rest in Life and Ministry

This is Jesus’ Church - he loves his bride - deeply, comprehensively, 

God will do His work - it is not for us to grow the church, whatever grow the church is...

Balance of church ministries and personal calling


From a Consumer Church to a Selfless Gathering - how can I serve


Equipping to serve in community 


We are all teachers at some level 

	 We teach ourselves - who speaks to you the most? You.

	 Informal conversations we are “teaching” - we are instructing, giving counsel, growing


Life:

All of these apply to teaching or Bible conversation

	 Think of a teacher in your life - inspired by them to pursue that passion on your own

	 Not just teaching, but inspiring them to learn and grow - to be captivated by God for God

	 Do you enjoy the Lord? Do you enjoy the gospel?


But a conversation does not begin with teaching, it begins with our heart relationship with Triune God


Personal Growth and Character Development

1 Timothy 3.1-7

1 Timothy 4.11-16

Galatians 5.22-26

2 Timothy 2.22-26; 6.20-2 

James 3.1


Rest in Christ for personal growth and character 


A person of the Word and prayer  

2 Timothy 3.16-17 - sufficiency of Scripture

	 Example: a quiet time for parents - challenges for all


A person who is connected with the Church - rich resources of the Word, Lord’s Supper, Hospitality, 
Fellowship, noticing the unsaved and hurting, isolated and happy


A person who is committed - perseverance, suffering, humility


�1



A person who understands grace - God’s grace flowing over to grace for others, a person on a journey; 
growing joy and peace, humility and gentleness, resting in finished work of Jesus and sovereign grace of 
God


While there is the gift of teaching, every believer has opportunity to teach (1 Peter 3.15). Personal 
responsibility of knowing the gospel, sharing the gospel in all areas of life. Desiring to mature in our faith to 
care for those close to us. How do we live and teach with humility, not overbearing.


Big Storyline of Scripture 

Wellum and Hunter - Christ From Beginning To End


We wrote this book with several guiding convictions, which are summed up nicely in the title Christ from Beginning to 
End: How the Full Story of Scripture Reveals the Full Glory of Christ.  

• Conviction 1: The Bible is a book about Jesus Christ.  
	 (for example, not just to be a better person, moral; not about you and the hero of the story - Jesus is hero;

	 couples doing devotions)

• Conviction 2: The Bible is a unified story.  
• Conviction 3: Through the Bible’s story, we come to know Jesus in all his glory.  

What do these convictions mean for you? They mean that the better you read the story of the Bible, the better you 
can fathom Christ’s glory. But if you read the story inaccurately, you risk misunderstanding who Jesus is and why his 
work is necessary, incomparable, and unique. Getting the Bible’s story right is foundational for knowing Christ.


Who wrote the Bible? 
How did the Bible come to us?

What is the Bible Centrally About? 


What is the Bible about? Without trying to minimize the diversity of Scripture, we can say that the Bible is 
centrally about what our triune Creator-covenant God has done to redeem us and to make everything new in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Ultimately, we cannot understand what God intends for us in any part of Scripture until 
we have understood that text in light of the fullness of revelation in Christ. Jesus, then, is the goal of all of 
God’s previous revelation. (Chapter 1)


How Then Should We Read Scripture?


Wherever you’re going, these three contexts are present. If you don’t know them, you’re probably lost. 
Understanding this helps explain why many of us feel lost when we open our Bibles. In the last chapter, we looked 
at three features of Scripture: its divine-human authorship, its progressive nature, and its central message that God 
has redeemed us and made everything new in Christ. In light of these three features, it’s best to think of three 
interlocking contexts when we interpret and apply the Bible: 


• The close context. We saw that the Bible is a divine-human revelation. So when we look down at the page, we 
seek to understand the words in their immediate context. The close context takes into account the divine 
inspiration and human character of the words written. 


Literary Context - flow (sentences, paragraphs, chapters) and form (type of literature)

Historical Context - author, original audience, culture, circumstances for writing - eg Gospel of Mark


• The continuing context. We also noted that the Bible is a progressive revelation. Thus we look back in the story 
to read a given passage according to the Bible’s unfolding drama. The continuing context takes into account 
where the words are in relation to what has come before them in the unfolding story.


Thinking through the Bible’s plot movements helps us answer the questions that every person asks and must 
ultimately answer: 

Where did we come from? (Creation)

What went wrong? (Fall)

What is the solution to our problem? (Redemption) 

Where is history ultimately going? (New Creation)
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Progressive Revelation through Covenants (how God relates to His people)

God’s Covenant with Creation through Adam and Noah

God’s Covenant with Abraham and His Children

God’s Covenant with Israel through Moses

God’s Covenant with David and His Sons

God’s New Covenant in Christ


Summary: As God planned from eternity, through the new covenant established by our Lord Jesus Christ, our 
triune God inaugurates his kingdom and saving reign in the world. In his incarnation, the divine Son becomes 
the promised son of Eve, Abraham’s seed, the true Israel, and David’s greater Son, and he achieves our 
redemption from the effects of sin and the curse by his work. 

• The complete or canonical context. Because the Bible is a book centered on Jesus, we look ahead in the 
story, even when we read the earlier parts before the coming of Jesus, so that we read them in light of the whole 
of Scripture. The complete context takes into account the whole Bible’s message centered in Christ and brought 
to bear on our lives.


Promise and Fulfillment

The distinction between the Old and New Testaments best shows us the promise-fulfillment structure of 
Scripture. This significant division reminds us how God’s promises are now fulfilled in Christ.


Typology - Patterns Fulfilled In Christ

Types or patterns in the OT which help us prepare for and understand the coming of Jesus

Persons - 1st and 2nd Adam

Events

Institutions


Types are grounded in history, designed by God, involve progression toward fulfillment in Christ

(For example, types in OT will grow lesser while the reality grows greater - 1st Adam, kingship of David, 
temple)


For next week:

Growth in Teaching 

Case Studies
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Mentoring Course - Case Study Questions: 
  
Teaching: 
  
• “When leading a connection group or Sunday School class, you notice a couple of people who are very quiet – what 
do you do?” 
• “In your discussion group, someone says ‘when I grew up we were told that only good people went to Heaven’ – 
how would you handle that statement?  If the person became quite argumentative and defensive, what would you 
then do? 
• “In the Bible study booklet we are studying, there are 14 questions for next week’s topic.  You think, that seems like 
quite a few” – what do you do? 
• “In your discussion group, there is one guy who always dominates the discussion time.  Worse yet, he often takes 
the discussion way off topic and seems to jump on his hobby horse issues” – what do you do? 
• In Sunday School one of the kids is being quite disruptive - how do you handle that situation?  How would your 
answer change if the kids were grade 1, grade 5 or grade 8? 
• You are trying to lead family devotions at home and your kids really do not want to listen.   
  
Doctrine: 
• Does everyone who is a member have to agree on all topics?   If not, what do they need to agree on? 
• Does everyone who attends GBC have to agree on all topics? 
• Does everyone who teaches at GBC have to agree on all topics?  If not, what do they need to agree on? 
• You are chatting with someone over coffee and they make a ‘doctrinal blunder’ that you know is wrong.  What do 
you do?  
• You are chatting with someone in Friendship Hall - you are both members of GBC.  You find out that the other 
person hold a bit of a different view on End Times (or the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the type of music to be used in 
church etc).  What do you do?   
  
Walking with Others: 
• “You are serving coffee, most of the people have moved away from the counter, but one young lady lingers.  You 
can tell she wants to talk.  You start chatting a bit and she relates some experiences that startle you.  You recognize 
what she says as abuse.” – what do you do? 
• “In the nursery, you have noticed a new mom coming to pick up her kids.  This time you had an opportunity to talk. 
 She seems to want to say more, but now doesn’t seem the right time or place with other moms coming in to the 
nursery.” – what do you do? 
• Your friend confides that they have prayed about a situation a number of times, but so far “God does not seem to 
hear” - what do you say?  Would it make a difference based on: (A) if your friend is saved?  (B) what your friend 
prayed about? 
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